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T~NS/T Report No: 
Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: External Affairs Committee 

AC Transit Board of Directors 

FROM: David J. Armijo, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative Report 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

14-231 
September 24, 2014 

Consider receipt of the monthly legislative report and approval of legislative positions. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Congress has adjourned for the summer work period until September 8, 2014. 

Staff recommends a support position on AB 1783 to provide a one-year extension to existing law 
that exempts transit employees from the Public Employees' Pension Reform Act (PEPRA) of 
2013. 

BUDGETARY/FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no budgetary or fiscal impact associated with this report. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

Federal Legislation Update 

1) Congress is out of session. 

State Legislation Update 

1) PEPRA Extension 

AB 1783 was gutted and amended last week to provide a one-year extension to existing law 
that exempts transit employees from the PEPRA of 2013. AB 1783 is awaiting a hearing in the 
Senate Appropriations Committee before it is hurriedly moved from the Senate and through 
the Assembly before the end of session. The Legislature approved and the Governor signed into 
law AB 1222 (Bloom) last year. AB 1222 exempted· transit employees from PEPRA until January 
1, 2015. The need for this exemption was due to a decision by the US Department of Labor (US 
DOL), which refused to certify millions of dollars of transit funds because US DOL opined that 
PEPRA violated Federal protections provided to specific transit employees. The limited term 
exemption in AB 1222 was expected to provide sufficient time for the courts to resolve the 
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difference of opinion between California and US DOL, however, it is not clear this decision will 
be made by January 1, 2015, therefore, the need for an extension. 

2) legislative Matrix 

Refer to Attachment 3 for the legislative matrix from Platinum Advisors. The matrix lists 
previously approved Board positions. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

This report is being provided to inform the Board of monthly legislative activities and to seek its 
approval to support or oppose legislation affecting AC Transit. This provides clear direction to 
legislators, and other bodies, of AC Transit's positions. 

ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS: 

This report provides an update of monthly legislative activities. AC Transit could opt to defer 
from legislative positions and operate without making its positions known, leaving the District 
vulnerable to unfavorable legislation. 

PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS/POLICIES: 

Staff Report 12-253: 2013 Federal and State legislative Advocacy Programs 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Federal legislative Report from Van Scoyoc Associates 
2. State legislative Report from Platinum Advisors 
3. State Bill Matrix from Platinum Advisors 
4. FY 2014 Federal Advocacy Program 
5. FY 2014 State Advocacy Program 

Department Head Approval: Dennis W. Butler, Acting Chief Planning, Construction and Engineering 
Officer 

Prepared by: Beverly Greene, Director of legislative Affairs & Community Relations 
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Steven 0. Palmer, Vice President 
Dan Neumann, Director 
David Haines, Manager 

This Week 

VANSCOYOC 
ASSOCIATJ<;S 

Transportation Update 
August 4, 2014 

SR 14-231 Attachment 1 

The Senate and House are both in recess until Monday, September 8, 2014. 

Last Week 

Leadership Change. Congressman Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) officially took over as Majority Leader 
of the House this week, replacing Congressman Eric Cantor (R-VA). Rep. Cantor has announced that 
he will resign from Congress on August 18. 

Floor Consideration: AviatioiiiSecurity Legislation. On July 28, the House approved the following 
bills: 

• H.R. 4156, the Transparent Airfares Act of 2014. The bill is intended to restore transparency 
to the advertising of airline ticket prices and ensure that airfare advertisements do not hide the 
costs of government fees from consumers. The bill was approved by the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee by voice vote on April 9. 

• H.R. 3846, the United States Customs and Border Protection Authorization Act. If enacted, 
this would be the first full authorization of CBP in the agency's history. The bill was 
approved by the Homeland Security Committee on a voice vote on June II. 

Hearing: TSA Screening Privatization. On July 29, the Subcommittee on Transportation Security of 
the House Committee on Homeland Security held a hearing on TSA's management of the Screening 
Partnership Program, under which security screening at airports is performed by private contractors 
under federal oversight. 18 airports currently participate in this program. The hearing focused on 
steps TSA can take to encourage more airports to participate in the program. 

Hearing: Marijuana and Federal Transportation Policy. On July 31, the Government Operations 
Subcommittee of the House Oversight and Investigations Committee held a hearing entitled "Planes, 
Trains and Automobiles: Operating While Stoned." 
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Floor Passage: HTF Bill. On July 31, the Senate agreed to House legislation that will fund the 
Highway Trust Fund (HTF) through May 31, 2015. Earlier in the week, the Senate had voted to 
shorten the length of the extension to December 31, 2014, but the House rejected the Senate 
approach. As a result, the Senate voted 81-13 on July 31 to send the House bill to the President, 
ensuring there was no disruption to reimbursements from the HTF. President Obama signed the bill. 

Hearing: Truck Safety. On July 29, the Subcommittee on Surface Transportation and Merchant 
Marine Infrastructure, Safety, and Security of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation held a hearing entitled "Opportunities and Challenges for Improving Truck Safety on 
our Highways". The Committee heard testimony from witnesses representing government, industry, 
labor, and safety groups. 

Hearing: Aviation Manufacturing. On July 30, the Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security 
Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation held a hearing to 
examine domestic challenges and global competition in aviation manufacturing. Witnesses included 
representatives of the Government Accountability Office (GAO), the Boeing Corporation, and the 
RAND Corporation. The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held a similar hearing 
on July Wednesday, July 23. More information on the Senate hearing can be found here. 

Department of Transportation 

FTA Circular: Bus and Bus Facilities Program. On July 30, the Federal Transit Administration 
published a proposed circular for implementing its new Bus and Bus Facilities Program, which was 
created in MAP-21. 

### 
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August 27, 2014 

TO: Director Greg Harper, President, and 
Members of the Board 

David J. Armijo, General Manager 

SR 14-231: Attachment 2 

Beverly Greene, Director, Community Relations & Legislative Affairs 

FR: Steve Wallauch 
Platinum Advisors 

RE: Legislative Update 

Last Chance: We are in the final days of session and things are eerily mundane. While the sine 
die deadline is midnight August 315

t, which is a Sunday, the daily file does not contain enough 
work to stretch past Saturday morning. However, with time on the clock there is always time 
for new bills to hatch. 

Numbers: The primary revenue generators for July, income, sales and corporate taxes, were all 
above projections according to the Department of Finance. Income tax receipts were $210 
million above projections, sales tax beat projections by $5 million, and corporate taxes 
exceeded expectation by $13 million. While not earth shattering numbers, these positive 
numbers during slow revenue months is encouraging. 

Transit Workshops: CaiSTA and Caltrans held a series of workshops this past week to answer 
questions and receive comments on issue the guidelines should address for the Intercity Rail & 
Transit Capital Program and the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program. The purpose of these 
workshops is to outline the programs and receive feedback on the type of projects that should 
be funded. Another series of workshops will be scheduled in October after the draft guidelines 
have been posted for 30 days. 

At these workshops it was made clear that bus only operators are eligible to apply for Transit 
Capital Program funds, and bus only projects would eligible for funds. As for the Transit 
Operations Program, the guidelines will try to address situations where the operator's share of 
funds is insufficient to complete a project to allow that operator to "bank" its share to be drawn 
down at a later date. Comments are still being accepted. Comments on the Intercity Rail & 

1 
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Transit Capital Program can be emailed to tircpcomments@dot.ca.gov, and comments on the 
Low Carbon Transit Operations Program to lctopcomments@dot.ca.gov. 

Disadvantaged Communities -Cal EPA and CARB are holding a series of workshops this week 

prior to finalizing its identification of disadvantaged communities. SB 862 also directs CARB and 
Cal EPA to develop guidelines on how to maximize the benefits to disadvantaged communities. 
While the workshop in Oakland was originally scheduled for August 20th, this workshop has 
been moved to September 3. 

Postponing this workshop was the result a request submitted by Assemblywoman Skinner and 
19 other members of the Bay Area delegation requesting additional time to examine and 
prepare changes to the CaiEnviroscreen 2.0 process, which disadvantages the Bay Area. While 
the Bay Area is home to 17% of Californians living in poverty and 19% of the Bay Area suffer 
from high rates of asthma, the CaiEnviroscreen 2.0 finds only 3% of Bay Area residents live in 
disadvantaged communities. Cal EPA Secretary, Matt Rodriguez, agreed to the Bay Area 
delegation's request for additional time, and stated in his letter that, "No final decision has been 
made on how to make these designations, however, and we will consider a number of possible 
approaches over the coming weeks." So the door is lightly ajar for the Bay Area to make its case at the 
September 3 workshop in Oakland. 

Interim Guidance: This week CARB and CaiEPA released a document providing direction to 
state agencies that will be administering cap & trade funds on identifying and determining 
benefits to disadvantage communities. This is draft document, and CaiEPA is seeking 
comments by September 15th. This document will also be discussed at the workshops on 
disadvantage communities. Action by CARB is scheduled for September 18th. Comments 

should be submitted electronically at: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm2/bcsubform.php?listname=sb-535-guidance
ws&comm period=! 

This short report (it's only 39 pages!) includes an appendix that outlines the conditions that 
must be present to be considered beneficial to a disadvantage community. This includes 
conditions for low carbon transit projects, affordable housing & sustainable communities' 
projects, and low carbon transportation projects. 

CEQA Guidelines: OPR recently released a "preliminary discussion draft" of the proposed CEQA 
guideline changes being made in response to SB 743. SB 743 made numerous changes, but the 
most significant is changing how traffic impacts are measured from the current level of service 
standard to vehicle miles travelled measurement. Under these guidelines a project that is 
within a ~ mile of major transit stop or a transit corridor would generally be considered not to 
have a significant impact on transportation regardless of whether the project causes traffic 
congestion. 

OPR has requested any comments be submitted to OPR by October 10th. A copy of the 

discussion draft can be found at: 

2 
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http://opr.ca.gov/docs/Final Preliminary Discussion Draft of Updates Implementing SB 743 
080614.pdf 

PEPRA Extension: AB 1783 was gutted and amended last week to provide a one year extension 
to existing law that exempts transit employees from the Public Employees' Pension Reform Act 
of 2013 (PEPRA). AB 1783 is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Appropriations Committee before 
it is hurriedly moved from the Senate and through the Assembly before the end of session. 

As you will recall, the Legislature approved and the Governor signed into law AB 1222 (Bloom) 
last year. AB 1222 exempted transit employees from PEPRA until January 1, 2015. The need for 
this exemption was due to a decision by the US Department of Labor (US DOL) refusing to 
certify millions of dollars of transit funds because US DOL opined that PEPRA violated federal 
protections provided to specific transit employees. The limited term exemption in AB 1222 was 
expected to provide sufficient time for the courts to resolve the difference of opinion between 
California and US DOL. 

Since it remains uncertain when the courts will issue a decision, AB 1783 would extend the 
existing exemption by one year. Per the terms of existing law if the courts find that PEPRA is in 
compliance with federal law then the exemption sunsets; however, if the courts find that 
PEPRA violates federal law then the exemption will become permanent. 

Fuels Saga: The back and forth of letters and legislation pushing to postpone the inclusion of 
fuels in the cap & trade auction has ended -- for now at least. While Senate Republicans joined 
the letter writing party started by Assemblyman Perea and several Assembly Dems, Senate 
President Pro Tern, Steinberg sent the final salvo. Senator Steinberg sent a letter to 
Assemblyman Perea saying he will not refer AB 69 to committee, thus killing it for the year. AB 
69 proposed to exempt any entity that is not covered by the cap & trade auction as of January 
1, 2013, and those entities not covered would remain exempt until December 31, 2017. In 
addition, efforts Senator Vidak to add hostile amendments to bills were also thwarted on the 
Senate Floor. 

In the letter to Perea, Senator Steinberg stated, "I share your concern about the costs of 
combatting carbon emissions. But the cost of doing nothing is much greater." "If we are serious 
about reducing fuel costs and righting the public health and economic wrongs facing our 
constituents, we must wean ourselves off fossil fuels and invest in clean transportation 
alternatives and in low income communities as we did in this year's budget." 

3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page intentionally blank 

132



133

SR 14-231 Attachment 3 

August 27, 2014 

Table 1: Board Action Items 

Bills Subject Status Proposed Position 

AB 1783 ~B 1783 was gutted and amended last week to SENATE SUPPORT 

(Jones-Saw~er D) provide a one year extension to existing law that APPROPRIATIONS 

Public exempts transit employees from the Public 
employees' Employees' Pension Reform Act of 2013 (PEPRA). 
retirement. 

Existing law exempts transit employees from 
PEPRA until January 1, 2015. The need for this 
exemption was due to a decision by the US 
Department of Labor (US DOL) refusing to certify 

millions of dollars of transit funds because US 
DOL opined that PEPRA violated federal 
protections provided to specific transit 
employees. The limited term exemption was 
expected to provide sufficient time for the courts 
Ito resolve the difference of opinion between 
California and US DOL 

Table 2: Board Action Positions 

Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

~B 1720 ~B 1720 extends the sunset date for the bus axle Signed Into Law AC Transit - Support 

(Bloom D) ~eight exemption by one year from January 1, 
Vehicles: bus 2015 to January 1, 2016. This bill would also Chapter #263, 
gross weight. likely be used to implement any agreement Statutes of 2014 

reached this year on the axle weight issue. 

AB 2445 ~B 2445 has been signed into law. Signed Into Law ~C Transit -Support 
(Chau D) 
Community ~his bill makes clarifying changes in existing law Chapter #63, Statutes 

colleges: o allow a community college district to impose a of2014 
!transportation ~ee approved by the students for transportation 
fees.contracts. services on a campus by campus basis. Some 

believe existing law limits the approval of the fee 
o a district wide vote. 

1 
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~ ~B 1 would create a new form of tax increment Senate Floor- AC Transit -Support 
(Steinberg D) inancing that would allow local governments to Inactive File 
Sustainable ~reate a Sustainable Communities Investment 
Communities ~uthority to finance specified activities within a 
Investment ~ustainable communities investment area. 
Authority. 

"he Governor's Office asked the authors' of the 
~a rio us tax increment measures to hold-off 
~ending these bills to his desk last year. With the 
Governor's IFD proposal released as part of the 
budget, negotiations over the structure of a new 
l'ax increment financing proposal will heat-up 
during the budget process. 

~ ~B 11 originally proposed to extend the deadlines ASSEMBLY TRANSP. AC Transit -Support 
(Pavley D) and make the same changes in AB 8. SB 11 was --DEAD 
~lternative fuel amended to address chaptering out issues with 
and vehicle ~B 8, but analogous amendments were not 

1

.echnologies: amended into AB 8. Rather than send both bills 
funding o the Governor, it was decided to send only AB 8. 
programs. SB 11 is now a two year bill, and will likely be 

used for another purpose. 

SB 1236 ~B 1236 would authorize the governing board of a signed Into law AC Transit- Support 
(Menning D) ransit district to designate district employees, 
Transit districts: except as specified, or security officers contracted Chapter #253, 
ran sit offenses by the district, to enforce state laws relative to Statutes of 2014 

and certain prohibited acts on or in public 
enforcement. ransportation systems or on the property, 

acilities, or vehicles of a transit district, if the 
employees or officers satisfy specified training 
requirements. 

The bill would also make it an infraction to 
knowingly give false information to an 
enforcement officer or otherwise obstruct the 
issuance of a citation. 

SCA4 SCA 4 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS AC Transit- Support 
(Liu D) Appropriations. Constitutional amendments are 
local exempt for the House of Origin deadline. 
government ~his measure would amend the Constitution to 
ransportation lower the voter approval threshold to 55% for the 

projects: special imposition, extension, or renewal of a local tax for 
axes: voter 

1
,ransportation projects. 

approval. 

2 
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SCAB ~CA 8 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS ~C Transit -Support 
{Corbett D) ~ppropriations. Constitutional amendments are 
Transportation exempt for the House of Origin deadline. 
projects: special 
axes: voter ~CA 8 is another measure that would amend the 

approval. Constitution to lower the voter approval 

1,hreshold to 55% for the imposition, extension, or 
renewal of a local tax for transportation projects. 

SCAll ~CA 11 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS ~C Transit -Support 
{Hancock D) ~ppropriations. SCA 11 is an "umbrella measure" 
Local on lowering the voter threshold from 2/3 to 55% 
government: or local sales taxes and parcel taxes. This 
special taxes: measure would lower the vote threshold for any 
voter approval. purpose. 

Table 3· Board Watch Positions 

Bills Subject Status Client- Position 

AB 1684 ~B 1684 was recently amended to authorize the ~SSEMBLY TRANS-- ~C Transit - Watch 
(Chavez R) North County Transit District to use the longer DEAD 
Vehicles: length hree position bicycle racks. 
limitations: 
buses: bicycle 
ransportation 

devices. 

AB 2707 ~his bill was unanimously approved by the GOVERNOR'S DESK ~C Transit - Watch 
(Chau D) ~en ate, but the Assembly returned the bill to the 
Vehicles: length ~en ate to make additional changes. However, 
limitations: Caltrans and the CHP dropped their request for 
buses: bicycle amendments to require the use route review 
ransportation committees to analyze the routes where these 

devices. racks will be used. 

~B 2707 authorizes any transit operator to utilize 
bicycle racks that can accommodate 3 bicycles. 
~pecifically, the bill would allow transit buses of 
no more than 40 feet in length to be equipped 
~ith a front-mounted bicycle rack that extends up 
o 40 inches from the front body of the bus when 
ully deployed rather than the 36 inches allowed 

under current law, and limits the handlebars of a 
bicycle that is being transported on such a rack 
~rom extending more than 46 inches from the 
ront of the bus rather than the 42 inches allowed 

under current law. 

3 
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~ ~B 33 has been gutted and amended to address a VXSSEMBLY RULES VXC Transit- Watch 
(Wolk D) local sales tax authority issue in Sonoma County. 
Local taxation: 
County of The bill no longer contains provisions creating a 
Sonoma: new tax increment financing structure based on 
ransactions and Infrastructure Financing District (IFD) law. 

use tax ... 

SB SSG Previously SB 556 would prohibit ~EN ATE VXC Transit -Watch 
(Padilla D) nongovernmental person or entity contracting CONCURRENCE 
Agency: with a public agency from displaying a seal or 

ostensible: emblem of that public agency on a uniform or 
nongovernmental vehicle unless a disclosure statement is also 

entities. conspicuously displayed identifying the uniform 
wearer or vehicle operator as not a government 
employee. The bill has also been amended to 
change the author from Senator Corbett to 
Senator Padilla. 

SB 566 was amended to limit the application of 
he disclosure requirements to contracts dealing 

with public health or safety services. The bill no 
longer applies to any transit service contracts. 

SB 1122 SB 1122 was approved by the Senate Committee SENATE APPR AC Transit- Watch 
(Pavley D) on Environmental Quality. 
Sustainable SB 1122 creates two funding programs. One for 

Held on Suspense File 
communities: 

he Strategic Growth Counsel to administer grants 
--DEAD 

Strategic Growth 
o local agencies for implementing sustainable 

Council. communities and other greenhouse gas reduction 
plans. The second pot of funds would be 
allocated to MPOs on a per capita basis to be 
used for competitive grants for projects within 
he region. The regional grants would be 

awarded pursuant to guidelines adopted by the 
strategic Growth Council. The bill lists the types 
of eligible projects for the regional funds, which 
include funding for public transportation 
operations, maintenance, and capital costs. 

SB 1204 SB 1204 creates the California Clean Truck, Bus, VXSSEMBLY FLOOR AC Transit -Watch 
(Lara D) and Off-Road Vehicle and Equipment Technology 
California Clean Program. The purpose of this bill is to use cap & 
~ruck, Bus, and rade auction revenue to fund the development, 
Off-Road Vehicle demonstration, and commercial deployment of 
and Equipment zero- and near-zero-emission truck, bus, and off-

~echnology road vehicle. In particular this bill would create 

4 
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Program. large scale zero emission bus demonstration 
program aimed at making zero emission bus 
echnology commercially available. 

Chaptered or Dead Bills 
Bills Subject Status Client- Position 

M..!! Alternative fuel and vehicle technologies: funding Signed Into Law ~C Transit -Support 

(Perea D) programs. Chapter #401 

AB160 California Public Employees' Pension Reform Act DEAD ~C Transit -Watch 
(Alejo D) of 2013: exceptions. 

AB 179 Public transit: electronic transit fare collection ~igned Into Law ~C Transit - Watch 
(Bocanegra D) systems: disclosure of personal information. Chapter #375 

AB206 Bicycle transportation devices. ~igned Into Law ~C Transit -Support 
(Dickinson D) Chapter #95 

AB210 Transactions and use taxes: County of Alameda. ~igned Into Law AC Transit -Support 

(Wieckowski D) Chapter #194 

~B431 County Employees Retirement Law of 1937: DEAD AC Transit - Watch 

(Mullin D) ederallaw compliance 

AB730 Monterey-Salinas Transit District. Signed Into Law AC Transit -Watch 
(Alejo D) Chapter #394 

~B574 California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: DEAD AC Transit -Support 

(Lowenthal D) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund: sustainable 
communities strategies. 

AB 1002 Vehicles: registration fee: sustainable DEAD AC Transit - Watch 

(Bloom D) communities strategies. 

AB 1051 Housing DEAD AC Transit -Watch 

(Bocanegra D) 

~B 1222 Public employees' retirement: collective bargaining: Signed Into Law AC Transit: SUPPORT 

(Bloom D) ransit workers: transportation. Chapter #527 

AB 1290 Transportation planning. Vetoed ~C Transit -Watch 
(John A. Perez D) 

~ Public employees' retirement benefits. Signed Into Law ~C Transit - Watch 
(Beall D) Chapter #528 

SB 142 Public transit Signed Into Law ~C Transit- Support 
(DeSaulnier D) Chapter #655 

SB 791 Motor vehicle fuel tax: rate adjustment DEAD ~C Transit: Oppose 
(WJlland R) 
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SR 14-231 Attachment 4 

T~NS7T 

2014 Federal Advocac Pro ram 

Funding 

• FY 2014 Grant Opportunities- Secure federal funds for key capital projects and 
support funding for 2014 Project Priorities for: 

o East Bay BRT Improvements within the Small Starts Program and other 
programs 

o AC Transit's Intelligent Transportation and Communication System upgrades 

o Bus lifting equipment program 

o Rehabilitation of aging facilities 

• Advocate for supplemental funding through the Federal Transit Administration to 
offset rising operating costs without jeopardizing total funding available for capital 
projects. 

• Support funding for the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support/seek additional funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support efforts to rescind the planned across-the-board cuts to all federal programs, 
called "Sequestration," as enacted under the Budget Control Act of 2011 . Such cuts 
would reduce funding for the Small Starts Program, which could impact the East Bay 
BRT project schedule. 

Transportation Authorization Principles 

• Support efforts to increase the gas tax or to increase other revenues to replenish 
and sustain long-term growth of the Highway Trust Fund/Mass Transit Account. 

• Support transportation authorization reform that emphasizes greater funding levels 
to urban mass transit systems, and oppose efforts to reduce spending on transit 
formula programs. 

• Support FTA and Congressional efforts to make State of Good Repair for transit bus 
systems a strategic priority. 

P a ge l1 
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• Support broad funding eligibility for BRT projects in federal transit programs, 
including New Starts and Small Starts programs, 

• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports the direct representation of transit properties on local transportation 
policy boards. 

Other Advocacy 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that mitigates global warming and/or calls 
for environmental stewardship and related funding. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) 
agencies and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

• Support modal parity in the commute tax benefits. 

• Support legislation that relieves the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

Page 12 



141

SR 14-231 Attachment 5 

2014 State Advocac Program 

Funding 

• Support efforts to implement the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP-21) and future transportation authorizations that at least maintains funding level 
for mass transit projects and programs for bus operators in the Bay Area. 

• Support the development and implementation of an expenditure plan for AB 32 cap and 
trade revenue that provides an equitable investment in mass transit capital 
improvements, operations, and infill/transit oriented development. 

• Support efforts that create new sources of operating funds with equitable distribution to 
reflect urban transit needs. 

• Support efforts to sustain existing transit revenues. 

• Support efforts that would exempt public transit providers from state sales tax. 

• Support efforts to provide funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to, 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support local ability to increase fees and gas taxes to be used for local mass transit 
purposes. 

• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding to offset the costs of 
global warming initiatives, clean air and clean fuels and implementation of AC Transit's 
Climate Action Plan. 

• Seek funding to support and promote Bus Rapid Transit projects. 

• Support congestion pricing strategies and legislation that provide an equitable multi
modal distribution of generated revenues. 

• Support legislative or administrative action to remove State barriers so that Medicaid 
transportation funds can be used for public transit services, including ADA paratransit 
services. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) agencies 
and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

Pag e l1 
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• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding for employee benefits 
programs. 

• Support funding initiatives that relieve the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

Equipment and Operations 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to establish and 
maintain HOV lanes on state highway routes and to improve existing HOV lane 
management to maximize throughput. 

• Support incentives to provide bus contra flow lanes on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge to/from the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support legislation to exempt public transit vehicles from state and local truck route 
ordinances. 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to permit 
permanent use of freeway shoulders by public transit buses. 

Transit Incentives 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for employees and employers to use public 
transportation to commute to work, including tax credits for purchasing transit passes. 

• Support Clean Air Initiatives that encourage increased public transit use. 

• Support incentives that would give auto insurance credits to heavy transit users. 

• Support common fare programs between Bay Area systems. 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for local governments and developers to 
incorporate transit passes into the cost of housing. 

Environment and Transit Supportive Land Use 

• Support efforts that provide a new form of tax increment financing that promotes 
economic investment through transit oriented development, and requires the approval 
of all affected taxing entities. 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that addresses climate change, healthy 
communities and environments. 

Page 12 
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o Foster transit supportive land use initiatives that require coordination with transit 
providers in the initial stages of local planning or project development that impacts 
transit, including density level decisions or transit oriented developments (TODs); and 
advocate for the required use of: 

o Transit streets agreements, and 

o Complete streets plans in which local transportation plans anticipate use of all 
modes. 

o Support legislation that requires reporting of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) annually 
through DMV renewal. 

Policy Interests 

o Support simple majority vote for local transportation ballot tax initiatives. 

o Support legislation to allow District to ban persons for specified offenses from entering 
district property. 

o Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports direct representation of transit properties on local transportation policy 
boards. 

o Support legislation for STA formula reform that includes federal operating funding as 
eligible revenue. 

o Support efforts that maintain existing Workers' Compensation regulation. 
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